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Loz Angeles anchetacts Benjamn Ball and Gaston Mogues joie that they litted the design Tor Thair racant ingtal-
lation directly from the opening oredits of the B mosie The Black Hole, In fact, the project takes its name,

Maximilian's Schell, from the lead actor of Disney’s 19759 cosmiz clunker. Part shade canogy. part sculpiure
EFuie godien waries 15 BOh willy ard techrcally procets

Installed inthe cowrtyard of Matenals £ Applcations (MEA), 3 hip archetecture galkeny in LA S Silver Lake
residential neighbourhood, it creates a sci-fi spectacie in contrast to the small-scaled shogs and homes along
the strest, ~ The cutside s a very bold urban statemant — 8 wang in tha face of the straat, Bul on the inside
it'% like th undecsade of & flemer,” Sys Nogues

Inspared by the bubble sludes of German archetect Frei Ok, Ball and MNoguers rodeliad he effecis of gravity
on farme They derived the initial parameters for Masomilian's Schell using the software Top Solid, then skarfed
searching tor materigls. That gone, they refurned to Top Solid o mock up the project. For the Tmal strectura,
LRy uhad & CHC machine (o &ul pangts aut of ransparent. amber -colaured Mylar reinfarced with My Hon
and keviar libres. = The archatecture hagpensd when gravity was apglied,” says Mogues of Bhe funne) shape
Hall, mearmwhile, adds that using computers to axplore new forms is eaciting. “But for us it's nok encugh to
prodieEse an emage in the comipater,” e 2ays

IF Uk i of & Bdack hole evakes 8 sense of absence or 2 void, sapanencing Ball and Mapues's work dispels
that notion. Jenna Didier, M&A's founder and directar, is pleasaed with [he positive public respanse bo the
experiment. “Fart af our mission is ba pull in a8 many people as possible from the community and to inspine
mtengst in fhe Dult workd, sha says. ~S0Cialy, the mstallaticn has really transtormed the courlyand inhoa
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