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Bringing fresh and original design ideas straight

1o the public is the central mission of Materials &
Applications, the Los Angeles—bazed nonprofit research
center that exhibits projects by adventurous architects
and designers. Founder [enna Didier and technical
director Oliver Hess both live and work in the SPACE, S0
they have a unigue experience of the installations, which
are open o the ;luh:n'. gl "l sometimes come ot in
the !'l'-l'lrl'l'il'lgh and fird a few beer cans beft over from late
naght Sl.ll"\-l'I.' 5aYs Didier.

Al |-:|'.1.'ir.|_: architects and designers 1o experiment with
B and unusual materials at litile cost in a temporary
selling is their primary goal Didicr and Hess curate
and sometimes also |:'.'||: fund and construct—the
installations im their 25-by-so-foot front yard. The yourg
couple brings a combined interest and experience in
rabatics, high-tech interactivity, and special effects to
thezs projects, some of them subsidized by Fountainhead,
Didiers fountain design and installation company. Her
agenda extends not just to aesthetics but to ethles.
"Having worked extensively with water and electricity,
I'm very concermed about sustainabality,” she EaYS, 50
[alaways look through that lens. -

Maxemilion's Schell, 2 recent MEA installation inspired
hy Disney's sci:h hilm from 1979, The Black Hale, 12 a
dramatie, vortexshaped canopy crafted from high-tech
sail material. Created by architects Beniamin Ball
and Gaston Moguwes, it illustrates how materials from
one indhestry—high-performance sailing, in this case—
can be ugsd inothers, including architecture and
esapn. .-'l.-:I-:I'.ni_! A sOmic COHTpoTEn o thie plece it Electric
skychurch Eounder James Lomb, who created the
“Resonant Amplifeed Yortex Emitter,” a sound loop that
contributes a subsanis drone 1o the site

Past M&A participants have created installations with
everything from steam-bent wood 1o plastic-encased
foam, What the installations have in cammaon is the
repurposing of unusual matenals from varimes industries
for use in architecture and design, where their unigue
properties can be exploited in new and innovative ways,
enOpuUTAgIng exploration and experimentation ina
ifmporary setling.

MEA's location on a busy sireet in the hean of Silver
Lake, one of LA's trendiest neighborhoods, no doubt
facilitates greater public access to these installations,
Though anyone is free to visit at any tme, and the
designers often bring clients 1o view their work, i Hess
and Didier who experience the projects most directly-
and perhaps enjoy theen the most, *It% like having all
your inferesis come bo you,” Hess sayvs. “IVs environmen-
tal design,” Didier adds, "and we are the occupants.” s

Thet Blaberiah & Apodicalssrd
team In front of their likeat
eThibel, Marmreiian's Sobeir, Al
lift, & detail of the installation
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