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1. The new vertex-shaped, cutdogr
installation by architeces Beajamin Ball and
Gastan Mogers at Matorisls & Agplications
% i UAegUE sEslpamation of Scuplture snd
arghitacturs, Ih -
E.'I'Ht“ 4 compersed ol o
polyganal matria of 504 triangles.
" dE N of

pyarnind
-

|la|l started with a mutual interest in the
work of Frei Otto, a pioneer of e
lightweight construction, YWhen Jenna 3
Didier, founder of Materials & Applica e
(MEA), 8 Los Angeleshased research

ceqfre for landscape and architecture,
discovered that architect Benjamin Ball
shared her interest in Otio's work, the pair
discussed the possibility of creating an
himiage to him in the ME&A courtyard.

The niew vortex-shaped ouldoor installstion
by anchitects Benjamin Ball and Gaston
Mogues at Materals & Applications (MEA)

in Los Angedes, warps the flow of space

with a feathenssight nendition of a celestial
black hobe; The deadliest Toroe in the
Universe', Hovering over M&A&'s courtyard,
‘Maxirmilian’s Shell is the size of an
apartment building and a spectacha that has
besn siopping iraflic along Siler Lake
Bouléssard Sinoe A5 urveiling.

Since the development began ower a year
apo, the designers have created a project
which funclions as archdectone, sculplure,
and a ‘made-to-order product. They
achieved thair aesthetic effects by
manipulating Mylar, a transpanent amber-
colourad film thai offers UV-resistance
through & golden melallic tinish,
internally reinforced with bundied Nylon
and Hevlar fibres, each cut using the
sophisticated computer contralled
cutling machine (CMC) and joired
together by clear polycarbonate rivets,
The sesthetic eflects, materials and
digital fabrication processes thal mal
up the structure are borawed from the
high-Sech sail making indusiry. An
assembly compesad of 286 unigue
instances of a single but parametrically
variabde component &5 what creates the
Canopy's ednemi intricacy and repetitheness,
Asgemibled on the mof of MEA, the project
was then iowered onto a series of cables,




oourtyard, ©
. ?ﬂﬂ.mmwim
that has been stopping traffc alang Sitmr Laks
Bsulsvard since s recent umseiling.

8. Tha iscarior of thin sxparimancsl ingzalaton, ired
with hay bales: for sesting, croates & casual
ervironmant for anhanced wocal intersction and
oontemplat:on by changing the spece, color, and scird
of tha MBA courtyard pallary

T-12. The chgical fabrication of the componants af tha
structure: Tha podygonsl matrs of S04 crisngles that
R intEevin Bnd integrated o form g el shape
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nsCiletion.
13 The sscEions view through the WES courtyard,
corenrad By Cha vortex-shaped instillaCaon
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4. L e, the conopy
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T sl £ =" | (The result is neither a tert-type membrane, nor
N At ammmmremmemufﬁuﬂm
ey but 2 unigue tersie mlix-compeised of a
polygonal matrix of ; wihich when
" combined form a swiring fimnel
— Asummmnnunytﬂ:mﬂmh
COMPanants continuaty <Aange stale and
¢ shape ars they the camter o
- ‘singullarity of the pisce: The extreme intricacy
mﬁmthh;trvmn!h‘llﬂﬂhlrﬂw
homage o actor Maximilian Schelfs
mnmmwm
classic sci-fi thriller, The Black Hole, D,
! Reinhardt is 3 hrand whosa monomaniacal
' quest to hamess the power of the vortes anc

possess the great tnuth of the unknown keads
- lo his apocalyplic demise and descent indo hull,

- After nearly 3 year of the research and _
development phase, the praject completed
on June 287, atter two weeks of work fromee
the moment the materials were recehed.
Constructed in tintad Hy‘lar resembling
stained plass, the worfex functions a a
shade structure, swirling above the outdoor
gallery 24 hours a day theough Movembear
26" 2005.The interior of this impressive
expenmental instablation creates an
environment for enhanced social nteraction
and conternplation by charging the space. .
colour and sound of the ME&A courtyard
galery. Duning the day as the sun passes
overhead, the canopy casts colounsd fractal
light patterns onto the ground while a [
tranguil sub-sonic drane from an
inbegraled ambient sound Iinstallation by
oM peser Jarmes Lumb entitied 'Resonant
=7 Amplified Vortex Emitter’, ightly rumbles

belew the feet of visitors,
Thee ‘Masimilian's Shell’ (5 an obessshe process:
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FACT FILE h;# oy Partrers. Topether the Ball-hogues feam
e 1_?.-_,_;_52 e < e desipns abyects and emironments waing a
Prowect :m-—uunu: 2 - .% _"F:: —~ - combinabion of hand-made protolypes,
Location © ;Sehi Laks, Lo A g, Ca%omis ’ - ' 7 Ak, r : s
il Desgoars -+ hrchaact, Bacyamin Bt Gastin ‘_'.. : ; - EEN 4 Mﬂ:ﬂﬂﬁm#ﬂﬂrmm
g | FHogued " : # . James Lumb OOTIDOSEr dnchnodogy
14 Completion : Juce 2005 """-‘7_"""‘ developer who creates multi-rmecia installations

Project cost : 5500
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