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Once again the
temporary’s So
contemporary

Lasting designs? Maybe not.
Some architects are playing
up impermanence, perhaps
as @ nod to our changeable
times (and town).

By CHmisToFAER HAWTRORRE
Firsen ArciiBcieey Crifie

ONE rurkmis news, wills
images to macch, began
Esraneing around L Inber
nirt st miomnel; A Paris e
calbed Serens  Architects
fnd been chosen to desgn
& temporary viesing plat-
farm for the Eiffel Tower, b omark
the landmark’s 120gh birthday next
vear, Online, a few commenialors
oomphliined  thal  the  mushroom:
shnped  platform  woold rois U
Lwer's Wapered profile. Others polot-
od oul Lthat Lhe originud sirocbone
WlE TeEOT (ANl Lo e perTRanent
HITVBAY.
That baek-and-forth spon come Lo
a kel halt: Word o fnoim FRfTel
Trewer aficlils announeed that they'd
b Daulldleg n such additbon, tempo-
rry or otherwise, L wos loss o hoax
thean i Web-foeled mbsinderstand ing
Serere Architects, It turmed owt, had
deviched oo S oW Lo prosiuee Ui de-
ahgen for & platform; after
the Arm posbed Emages
an B website, blogners

corner of 4tk and Maln, (1 will stlek
Ao Ul esrky 20080 And Lhis weeks
emd Mew York™s Storefnont S Art ancd
Arghiteciune will open a lEmporany
ouatpEnsl om Sunset Boulrvand, moving
it the PaperChase Printing building
fie m Mve-waek run.

Los Angeles, never big on moes-
meniadity, has a lorg hlstory of whai
maigtl e endlid vermacular temporery;
rerws ol tano trucks, party tents during
O wisk, Every year thouasands of
uia gl it Lhe cdesert Lo lake in b
pog-up urbanksm of the Coachellls and
Burming Man lesthvols. The Tempso-
rary Poavell o cxlorhil, gregriously sd
o library st UCLA by Hodgedts and
Fung, wns a deserved oo of 100
LA, architestiors, Bullt in 102, il was
dismantiesd fve venrs kster when sels-
e work of the originad Powel was
coenpihele.

Thi Silver Lake Mupterials &=
Applicalbons hns beeoame ome of Lhe
sigrifcant architecturs]l patrons in
Loew by sporsoring & series ol termpo-
rary pavillona i ils froplyand (The
latest, by Jimerez Lai, opened this
weelend.) That program 8 mmatehesd
Iy imilar, if larger, eforts inother clg-
lex. Bodh .81, In New Yaork, and Laf-
don's Serpentine Gallary bulld alabo-
mbe pevins eeeh SLUIFTeET.

Mot srprisingly, LA amchilects
hawe been chosen b design quite & fiew
of them. Fruak Gekry is handling this

your's Serpentiee puvil
o, & pile of glnss cano
e and limber g

and news outhets began that recalls his most um-
me-posling them, =ug- {']n thE W'Eh u:hlll'«tlllil-l:r.:-m.l [pr-COE-
gesting thaf the project puter wo

wns actually I the mmm"'“@u'g Los Angeks  fre-

works. I was o sSory
ahout tomporney arehl-
techire thal wia el
tempomry, wriiten in the HTML vers
slod alinviaibds ink

If rathing else, the timing was per-
Bt Architesiure has ertemed another
of s periodic bouts of fscinaiion
with impermanence. Maybe 15 the
anxiety prsducsd by dosmsday pre-
dictions nhssut the stabe of the e
ronment and, lately, the econoemy
Magbe s the quicksibver guality of
digitsl culture, closer In chimesier Lo
] &F waber than bricks andd mortar
Whaltever the source, nrehltecis ane
ployieg up Ui Koo of eenporrinesas,
and even fnding solace In B o s de-
gree not seen sinee the 19605 and —70s,
Wit siveral experimental  deshEn
teams explored what Peter Cook, a
member of London's Archigram,
called “expendabilly™ and ~thnmw-
mwary merchitecture.”

Japan's Shigena Ban bas mode
career out of the ephmerl, crafting
cmeTgency shefters from candboand
tulbes and movable art galleries. from
siackied shipping oontainems. Archi-
terfurn students, inspired by s
v In Dlofechnslogy, am dreaming
U ailding=s with Lhe ability o change
shaps 0F fven regenerats themerlves,
miding o rom the way a stoaffizsh
RTINS i niw i Thie Chiness nrchi-
e Gy Ma, dean of U aschibes-
ture school ot USC, hos even engueed
that edies themashas shoalkd havwe
*pcpirabicn dates.”

A I followlng Mi's sdvice Lo Uhe
listdier, P “pop-up™ slores Binag lensd-
o Los Angeles alrendy this year, coms
binlng arfuly low-end aschibeoture
with high-crd morketing First the
fashian label O &6 CHEmoms
opened a hldden #lare doenbown, -
ceasible gnly from on elley pear the

go lo lalimes comaris,

guently experences Lhe
fip sk of thess themes,
watching asz makeshii
structures beoome permunent. The
Hedlywoosd] ®lgn amd eertaln poarking
garages fll into thal category, So, G-
meonsly, does Chehiry’s Te miporaey Con-
lemponery, o chownlown warhon s
Ehnk the nrchitecd relmagined for the
Museurn ol Contemporary Ar in 10835,
whille IEs officiol new home was ursder
conEtreeton up on Bunker HEl

The praject was such a hlt that the
miseum never shub Bodowr, Wi
malely chagfing L8 fame b the Oel-
fen Contemporury. Thut made it per-
haps the ultimate cxnmple of this
clty's parmdodeal relationship with
the temporary, Gehry™s design was so
Albingg fod & cigy that thrivea om My
thit e dicided bG Keep il anound In-
definltely,

It ales sosfrnd embleimathe, aE L
shides into an odd middle age, of the
lrger wncertainiies and opporTUnR:
g that defline coplemporary callune
Consider this artdcle. IF yourne resding
It cnling, it may seem entincly prov
sl — 8 mouse olick awny from
ablhvion — while the print version has
phiyaical peesencn, Right?

Hut while paper yelloras and then
drcays — and while the newspaper in-
dustry contineds jls awkwanl, k-
mindion divoree from print = n digital
SOpy cAR sxist in etermally mint comds-
Lion.

It ks thawt creeriay of the Meetieg smd
the Indestrooiibe, more than any
ather single quulity, thal marks the
digital age, Dur institutions mugy Lhese
days seem B0 be bullt of sand; buat o
pile of sand, haphaenrdly or erthally
arranged, will ouablast army biwer — in-
chiding that one in Paris,

whrislopder st horse ivLmh mes omm
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TEMPF JOB: A West Coasf
Fererach off Mew York's Storefrond
fior Art and Arehilsctune sl
et o Suirsel Doubevard fora
flveaneek windl.
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Lirmr BxprLER Law dngaery Frmei
AL¥ HOC: The polornud
Temporary Powell, a UCLA
Eldwreryy B fIE i 192, wpvas
disraailed fToe pears laler inhen
Fenym e aork ai Lve onlgiem
Puviar i Bovis Corefalehs,
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